OBSERVATIONS OF JAEGERS AND TERNS
FROM N.E. TRINIDAD

by R. G. Gibbs

(U.V'.L, St. Augustine).
Jaegers (or skuas in English terminology) are gull-iike seabirds that
feed by chesing other seabirds and forcing them to disgurie their last
meal. Two species — the Parasitic and Pomarine Jaegers (Stercorarius
perasiticus and S. pomarinus) have been recorded in Trinidad,
but the number of individuals is-only 11 {ffrench 1973). This note
describes two recent observations of jaegers, together with some notes
on terns which also feed off the Trinidad coast.

Parasitic Jaeger or Artic Skua

On 30 December 1973 I saw an immature or dark vhase jaeger
(probably a Parasitic) chasing a Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregats magni-:
ficens) off Galera Point, Toco. The jaeger persisted until the frigate-
bird was forced to disgorge an item of food. (This encounter is of
special interest in as much as frigatebirds prey on smaller seabirds in
this same manner; with its 7-foot wing span this species is a lot bigger
than any jaeger, Ed. note).
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While spending a day at a cottage 4 miles NE of Balandra on
January 28 1974 1 had good views of a flock of about a thousand terns
feeding offshore, presumably on shozls of small fish, They were nearly
all “white terns” (ie. Common or Roseate Terns Sterna hirundo or
S. dougalli) but included cone or two Brown Noddies (Anous stolidus)
and a few Black Terns (Chilidonias niger). The latter, distinguished by
their size (distinctly smaller than the white terns) and dark wings and
back, had not previously been recorded in Trinidad at this time of year
(ffrench 1973}

Other birds associated with the flock were an adult Laughing Guil,
(Larus atricilla), some Brown Pelicans (Pelecanus occidentalis) and two
pale-phase jacgers. The jaegers were feeding in their usual manner by
chasing the terns and forcing them to disgorge. They were too far away
for the central tail feathers to be seen clearly enough to distinguish
Parasitic from Pomarine. bul their size, recorded as slightly larger than
the Brown Noddy alse present, suggests that they were Parasitic Jaegers,
{Relevant lengths and wing spans in inches are: Brown Noddy 16 and
33; Parasitic Jaeger 18 and 36; Pomarine Jaeger 22 and 48).
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DOLPHIN RECORD

by P. Bacon
(UW.I., §t, Augustine),

The skull and two vertebrac of the Bottle-nosed Dolphin, Tumsiops
truncatus (Montagu, 1821) were found on the beach at La Fillette,
north coast of Trinidad, on the 5th August, 1974, The specimens were
identified by Dr. P. J. H., van Bree of the Zoological Museum, Amster-
dam, who states that the animal was an old specimen (viz. loss of teeth
in the mandibles and filled in alveoli) but not very large. Although the
occurrence of T. truncatus is to be expected in the coastal waters of
Trinidad, the skulil is the first proof of its occurrence here. The speci-
mens are housed in the University Museum, UWI cat. no. 809.
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Parasitic Jaeger or Artic Skua



