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CLUB EVENTS FOR THIS QUARTER

Proposed Field Trips

28 April 1996 Lagon Bouffe and Kapur Ridge, near Guyaguare
25 & 26 May 1996 Joint Trinidad and Tobago trip. Gilpin trail in Northern
» Tobago. Trail Guide # 37b
29 & 30 June 1996 Grande Riviere and Salybia Reef, Camp to observe nesting
turtles
28 July 1996 - Brasso Seco to Paria

Tobago
Field trips will be determined at the quarterly meeting preceding the field trip.

Lectures For This Quarter

14 April 1996 Robin Cross (National Parks Section of the Forestry Division),
NATIONAL PARKS MANAGEMENT

9 May 1996 Cliff Hamilton (Tourism and Industrial Development Company Trinidad
and Tobago Limited - TIDCO) ECOTOURISM

13 June 1996 Peter Bacon (Zoology Department of the University of the West Indies)
COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS



From The Editor

As we begin another new year it would be remiss of me not to register appreciation of
those club members who assisted with our projects, displays, etc., during the past year.
Many members participated in field trips and more overnight camps (unscheduled) took
place at the request of members themselves, this enthusiasm contributed greatly to the
success of these outings. Our committee has come up with what we feel will be an
interesting and exciting programme of activities and lectures for 1996 and we look
forward to your continued enthusiasm.

We welcome Dr. Paul Comeau to the Management Committee for 1996 and thank Mr.
Edmund Charles for his service during the past year. We are especially pleased to
announce that we have at last obtained the service of an Assistant Secretary, Mrs. Ruth
Bharath. Welcome aboard, Ruth, my gratitude to you for volunteering.

While personally mourning the loss of my mother, we regret the passing of Noel
Vaucrosson, who was a club member of long standing. Noel will be greatly missed by all,
may he rest in peace.

Finally, you are once again reminded that subscriptions became due on January 1st.
Let's pay up and save Seiwyn the trouble of sending out reminders.

Rosemary Hernandez

LECTURES

14 September 1995

Christopher K Starr (University of The West Indies), VENOMOUS ANIMALS: INSECTS
AND ARACHNIDS

Venom can serve two major functions in animals: Prey capture and the defense of self or
offspring. It is often far from obvious whether it is mainly for one or the other purpose
or both.

Venom and specialized devices for injecting it have evolved independently in several
lineages of land arthropods. The proof for this lies in the great diversity of chemical
compounds involved and the fact that different body parts have become specialized to
deliver them. Three familiar groups are:

Scorpions, an order of arachnids with a very conservative body plan and habits. They
have remained virtually unchanged for millions of years, and all known species are
physically and ecologically similar. The stinger consists of the last segment of the
abdomen and includes paired venom glands that emit through a single duct at the tip of a
thorn-like projection. ' Venom varies greatly in its toxicity for humans, from fairly
mild to potentially life-threatening. Of the eight known species in Trinidad and Tobago,
one, Tityus trinitatis, can present a serious health hazard.




