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BULLETIN OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FIELD NATURALISTS" CLUB

SECOND AND THIRD QUARTER OF 1996

CLUB EVENTS

Proposed Field Trips

Sunday 27 October 1996 Erin Savannah Trail Guide #29
Sunday 24 November 1996 Caroni Swamp

(No December Field Trip) Xmas Party 14 December 1996
Tobago

Field trips will be determined at the quarterly meeting preceding the field trip.

Lectures For This Quarter

10 October 1996 Panel Discussion
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

14 November 1996 Seuram Jhilmit (Forestry Division of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources)
MANAGEMENT OF THE MORA FORESTS IN
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

14 December 1996 Dr. Farouk Muradali (Ministry of Agriculture,
Land and Marine Resources)
BATS




FROM THE EDITOR

As you may have noticed the second and third bulletin have been combined. This
became necessary because of the quantity of material received The result
should make interesting reading for most of our members.

After meeting visiting Indian entomologist Dr Ram Dass Gautam, some of our
members (including the writer) undertook a project to breed ladybirds,
Cryptolaemus montrouzieri for use as predators against the dreaded mealybug,
Maconellicoccus hirsutus which had invaded many of our gardens. We learned
much and proved there is nothing to beat the 'do it yourself' method. Alas! The
project came to an end as we ran out of food for our larvae. Special thanks to
Mrs. Bunty O'Connor, Potter, for her guidance and her parent ladybirds. Thanks
also to Muriel Pierre for the use of her home and garden and of course to Dr.
Gautam who triggered our initial enthusiasm.

Details of this year's Xmas party/luncheon have not yet been finalised - more on
this later.

Rosemary Hernandez

LECTURES
14 March 1996

Lalmanie Mohammed (Home Maker), A HOME-MAKER'S CONTRIBUTION TO
ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION

Environmental commonsense begins at home. Following are some ideas which not only
preserve the environment but are also cost-effective:

The use of cloth diapers and hand-me-down clothes;

Home-made toys;

Fruit and vegetable peelings can go to the home-bred 'fowls' or to the garden compost;
A garden of organically-grown vegetables can be maintained;

Ensure that garbage or garden trash is not burnt;

Trees and shrubs can be planted around the yard to maintain a cool temperature;
Weeds should be pulled out rather than sprayed;

Old tyres may be recycled, empty bottles and bags can also be saved for re-use;

Old newspapers may be given away for use by vendors, etc;
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Measures can ge taken to cut consumption of electricity and gas, including the use of
fluorescent, instead of incandescent, bulbs;

Energy can be saved in the laundry by line-drying clothes and by using a warm wash and
a cold rinse;

Microwave ovens consume much less electricity than conventional ovens and the use of a
pressure-cooker cuts cooking time;

Safe drinking water is necessary in order to safeguard health and should be boiled before
drinking;

Water must not be stored in cans which previously contained hazardous substances.

The foregoing is intended to make you healthier, happier, richer and friendlier
environment friendlier.

N/
Il July 1996 :

Eli B Henry (Meterological Office) CLIMATE CHANGE

Topics covered were: The Climate system in general, the driving forces of the climate
system, the Greenhouse effect, Global Climate Change, international institutions and the
work they have been doing, what is expected at the subregional level (i.e. the Caribbean
region) and, finally, what is expected at the local level.

Because we live in and breathe the atmosphere around us, it is natural to focus on the
atmospheric changes where phenomena and events are loosely divided into the realms of
"weather" and climate. The large fluctuations in the atmosphere from hour to hour and
day to day constitute the weather .. the province of the meteorologists. Climate is
usually defined to be average weather, described in terms of the mean and other
statistical quantities that measure variability over a period of time and over a certain
geographical region.

Components external to the climate system include the Sun, the physical components of
the Earth, such as the geographic features of the land and the ocean. The source of energy
which drives the climate is the radiation from the sun. To balance the incoming energy,
the Earth itself must radiate, on the average, the same amount of energy back to space.

Water vapour, Carbon dioxide (CO2) and some other trace gases are radiatively active
gases and are known as greenhouse gases because they act as a partial blanket for
thermal radiation from the surface of the earth.

Water vapour evaporated from the ocean's surface provides latent heat energy to the
atmosphere to drive tropical revolving systems (tropical storms/hurricanes). The
ocean's circulation is an effective means of redistributing heat and fresh water around
the globe.

Land plays a much smaller role. However, the land surface and its ecosystem play an
important role in the carbon cycle and the hydrological cycle.






