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Note from the Editor: Unlike last year, the 1998 combined 2nd and 3rd quarters of the
FNC Bulletin is intentional. Rather then try and beat the deadline for the 2nd Quarter
edition, it was decided to combine this with the 3rd Quarter to produce an expanded

version for the third yea

decision.

CLUB EVENTS

Field Trips
25-26 July 1998

30 August 1998
27 September 1998
25 October 1998

29 November 1998

Lectures
9 July 1998

13 August 1998

10 September 1998
8 October 1998

12 November 1998

r running. Apologies for any inconvenience caused by this

Paul L. Comeau

Camp at Monos (Trail Guide No. 4)
Catshill Forest Reserve

El Cerro del Aripo (Trail Guide No. 16)
Fishing Pond

Fullerton Swamp

Development of the Northwest Peninsula (CDA)
Members Evening

Ecotourism - Role of Tour Operators in Conservation
Courtenay Rooks

Status of Wetlands - Some Aspects of Management
Charlene James (IMA)

Environmental Pollution and its Effects on Human Health
lan Ramroop (UWI - Panel Discussion)



CONTRIBUTIONS

Monos, a Lizardly Island
From: Christopher K. Starr

Monos is the first of the three Bocas Islands extending from the tip of the
Chaguaramas Peninsula toward the Paria Peninsula of Venezuela. Like the other two
islands, Huevos and Chacachacare, its climax vegetation is dry forest, with a great
deal of cactus scrub where the forest has been cut in the past. Shane Ballah and |
have been going to Monos to study an apparent new species of higher termite,
Microcerotermes sp. To date it is recorded from all three of the Bocas Islands, but
nowhere else. We may find it toward the tip of Chaguaramas, but it is certainly not
present in the wetter parts of Trinidad.

An auxiliary pleasure of studying social insects on Monos are our encounters
withy a fairly rich lizard fauna. We have not seen the matte (Tupinambis
nigropunctatus) there, but two other teids, the whiptail (Cnemidophorus lemniscatus)
and the common zandolie (Ameiva tobagana) are much in evidence, enlivening our
investigations with their scurrying in the dry leaf litter.

| have seen Plica plica more often on Monos than anywhere else in Trinidad,
except perhaps Victor Quesnel's farm near Talparo. This is not to say that one comes
upon this shy lizard every hour, but | have seen as many as three in the course of half
a day.

Shane and | have encountered only one green iguana (/guana iguana), but it
was a real humdinger, the largest either of us has seen in the wild. Walking up the dry
creek bed at the end of Balmoral Bay, we heard an unsubtle rustling in the leaf litter
and went over to investigate. The iguana was somewhat lean, not surprising toward
the end of the dry season, but appeared to be in good health. His (her?) dorsal crest of
erect scales was relatively intact, and its skin was clear. It was very clumsy in trying to
escape up the embankment, slipping on the loose dry leaves, so that we were able to
look at the animal up close and at our leisure. It's always a pleasure to meet a real old-
timer in the wild, a plant or animal that has survived the vicissitudes of nature well past
the accustomed span of its species.

We have never yet seen an anolis on Monos.

Geckos are also present. Most notable is the turnip-tailed gecko ( Thecadactylus
rapicauda), the largest member of its family in Trinidad and Tobago. So far, | have
seen one adult and one juvenile, a welcome addition to my herptile life-list. The
juvenile was so docile that | was able to pick it and carry it into the sunlight, where we
watched the iris of its eye close to just a line with four small, diamond-shaped pupils.
Each of the gecko species | have examined has four pupils in each eye.

A smaller, much rarer gecko, Hemidactylus palmichthus, is reported from the
island. It would be asking too much to expect to see it in just a few short visits, but | will
keep looking.

Our only member of the family Scincidae, the bronze skink (Mabuya mabouya),
is also present, although apparently not abundant.



