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John LumYoung (2001) reported last year that a Club survey of the Erin Savannas had found the Western
Savanna badly degraded by pine plantings, the Eastern Savanna not readily locatable, and the Middle Sa-
vanna still in a good, natural condition. In late January of this year, Denis Nardin and [ visited the site,
where we found conditions much as reported earlier.

The trails to the Western and Middle Savannas are overgrown, compared with just a few years ago, but we
had no difficulty following them. We made no attempt to reach the Eastern Savanna. Degradation of the
Western Savanna is indeed far advanced.

You may recall that some years ago the Forestry Division acknowledged to us that the planting of a great
many (at that time) young pines in that area was a mistake and promised to undertake a graded removal of
them. There has been no apparent intention to honour that pledge. On the contrary, we came upon two ar-
eas nearby with extensive plantings of very young pines.

The Middle Savanna, in contrast, is apparently beyond the reach of Forestry, and it was a pleasure to re-
gard its apparently pristine condition. This area comprises several hectares. It bears mentioning that we
found butterflies to be uncommonly abundant and diverse along the roads and trails in the area.

In two articles on savannas in Trinidad, Paul Comeau (1990) and Paul Comeau & Colin Clubbe (1998) re-
marked on the likely effects of fire in this habitat. On the whole, their view was that fire is damaging to sa-
vanna vegetation and that dry-season fires appear to result almost entirely from human interference. These
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